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B-CASA/BROOKLINE HIGH PEER LEADERS WIN NATIONAL COMPETITION FOR PROMOTING YOUTH SAFE DRIVING 

The Allstate Foundation and National Organizations for Youth Safety Award $1,000 
(Brookline, MA)   Each year in the U.S., car crashes take the lives of more than 4,000 young people.  To raise awareness of this critical issue, National Organizations for Youth Safety (NOYS) teamed up with The Allstate Foundation to award $1,000 to B-CASA (Brookline Coalition Against Substance Abuse) and its Peer Leadership program at Brookline High School for excellence in bringing safe teen driving to the Brookline area. 

B-CASA joins 49 other youth organizations and communities across the nation, sharing $50,000 in grant funding. The organization’s Peer Leadership program earned the award for their innovative campaign promoting safe teen driving. The Peer Leaders’ chapter of SADD (Students Against Destructive Decisions) organized a day of awareness for BHS students followed by an evening program for parents and students.  Workshops were held throughout the day to promote awareness about making healthy decisions and preventing accidents. Peer Leaders led discussion groups and activities for students on the pressures facing teens and highlighted the importance of safe driving practices.   SADD Posters were displayed throughout the school with messages about the use of seatbelts, not texting while driving, and not drinking and driving. A speaker from the Massachusetts Brain Injury Foundation spoke to students about some of  the devastating consequences of accidents. The evening community forum focused on adolescent brain development and drew over 200 people. Award money will be used to support this year’s SADD program and train SADD Peer Leaders.  

“The Allstate Foundation is committed to promoting smart teen driving and our hope is that programs such as B-CASA and the Peer Leaders will engage teens in the discussion and reinforce the importance of responsible driving,” said Susan Duchak, senior manager, The Allstate Foundation Teen Driving Program.

“National Organizations for Youth Safety is honored to work with The Allstate Foundation.  We appreciate the leadership The Allstate Foundation has shown in encouraging and rewarding youth leaders who create National Youth Traffic Safety Month projects in their communities,” said Sandy Spavone, executive director, NOYS.

About The Allstate Foundation
Established in 1952, The Allstate Foundation is an independent, charitable organization made possible by subsidiaries of The Allstate Corporation. The Allstate Foundation strives to make our communities and our nation a better and safer place to live through partnerships with non-profit organizations promoting “safe and vital communities,” “tolerance, inclusion, and diversity” and “economic empowerment.” Teen safe driving and building financial independence for domestic violence survivors have been priority issues for the Foundation since 2005. Visit www.ProtectTeenDrivers.com.

About National Organizations for Youth Safety
National Organizations for Youth Safety™ (NOYS) is a coalition of national organizations and federal agencies who serve youth and focus on youth safety and health. Through the coalition, NOYS influences more than 80 million young people and their adult advisors.  The mission of NOYS is to promote youth empowerment and leadership, and build partnerships that save lives, prevent injuries, and enhance safe and healthy lifestyles among all youth.
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Contacts:


Mary Minott, B-CASA		Sandy Spavone	 	 Meghann Dowd


Brookline High Peer Leaders	NOYS		 	 The Allstate Foundation


617.713.5155			703.981.0264		  847.402.7579
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