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WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE AN ACCIDENT

When our teens first start to drive, we tend to stress the important basics, like not to drink and drive, not to speed, not to use a cell phone or eat while driving, etc. But sometimes, despite the most careful driving, accidents can happen. Have you talked to your teen about what to do if he/she is involved in a car accident – whether as a driver or a passenger, whether a fender-bender or a collision in which someone is hurt or there is major damage? 

B-PEN recommends these basic guidelines to get the conversation started regarding good practices for crisis control if your teen is involved in an accident. Consider printing these tips out, going over them in person, and keeping a copy in the glove compartment of each car your teen is allowed to drive. And even if your teen isn’t driving yet, the odds are good that he/she is riding in cars with other young drivers. Consider going over the basics now – it could make all the difference.

Stress that first and foremost, SAFETY is the most important concern. 

· STAY CALM. 

· Put on your cars hazard lights (blinkers).

· If anyone seems to be hurt, call 911 and let the police dispatch paramedics. 

· If there is significant damage to any car, call 911 and prepare to file an accident report.

· If your car is impeding the flow of traffic, try to move it out of the way if you can, to the side of the road or into a lot close by. 

· Exchange names, addresses, driver's license and insurance information (keep that in the glove compartment, easy to access) with the drivers of any other cars involved. (However, be wary of strangers. If you are alone at night or another driver seems unduly angry or makes you feel unsafe in any way, stay in the car with the window rolled most of the way up, and call 911 for police assistance.)

· Call your parents and let them know what’s happening – they may want to come help if they can.

· Stay at the scene of the accident until police have come and gone, making sure you have the name of the officer(s) and that they have your version of what happened. 

· Consult with your parents about your insurance policy, and report the accident promptly to your insurance company. (Parents: You may not think this is necessary for a minor accident, fearing your rates will rise or assuming that in a no-fault state the other driver's insurance company will pay for everything. But state laws generally protect you from higher rates unless you are ruled at fault, and “no-fault” simply means that the other driver’s insurance will deal with his expenses, regardless of who is at fault. However, if your child was at fault, the other driver’s insurance company will seek repayment from your company. It’s best to keep your insurer informed.)

IF ANYONE HITS AN ANIMAL, CONSIDER THESE GUIDELINES:

· Again, STAY CALM.

· If the animal is dead, call the town’s Department of Public Works to remove the body. (If it is clearly someone’s pet with a collar, notify the owners immediately.)

· If the animal is alive and in the flow of traffic, call the local police to let them help prevent the animal getting hit again. 

· If the animal is alive and it is during business hours, call the Animal Rescue League – 617.426.9170. 

· If the animal is alive and it is at night, beyond Animal Rescue League hours, call the police, who can direct you to their Animal Control department.

· Don’t attempt to move a wounded animal, as frightened animals in pain are prone to bite.
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