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Parent Network Topic Discussion Guide
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Today’s parents are creating the template for raising responsible cyber citizens.  As a group, today’s parents are the first to set guidelines around multiple screens (not just TV and video game systems, but desktops, laptops, iPods, and smartphones). How do we teach our children to use these technologies responsibly?

What computer does your child use? His/her own? Yours? An older sibling’s? At School or the Library? Or not at all? 

When do you think a child can manage the responsibility of a laptop, tablet or iPod? 

What kind of guidelines should parents give their children regarding computer use – both with respect to time limits and appropriate content (are some sites off limits)? Can you share what worked for your family?

Have you talked about digital citizenship (creating a positive, responsible online presence) and fostered an awareness of online safety (predators, etc.)? 

Have you discussed the permanence of what is posted online (the “digital tattoo”)?

Do you have a computer shut-down time? Where is the computer stored overnight?  

Does your family use parental control or monitoring software?  Can you share what, why and how it works? Or why monitoring software didn’t work for your family? 

Resources to share before or after the meeting

Stay Safe Online http://www.staysafeonline.org/stay-safe-online/for-parents/raising-digital-citizens
National Crime Prevention Council’s Parent Tips 

http://www.ncpc.org/topics/internet-safety/social-networking-websites
B-PEN Cybersafety Parent Resource Newsletter 

http://www.b-pen.org/uploads/2/9/2/9/2929884/cyber_goodbadugly.pdf
Connected Kids – Teens in Cyberspace Middle School Edition

 http://www.b-pen.org/uploads/2/9/2/9/2929884/vol._19_cyber_m.s.doc



Digizen.org http://www.digizen.org/ 

OwnYourSpace: A Guide to Facebook Security
http://www.facebook.com/notes/%20facebook-security/ownyourspace-a-guide-to-facebook-%20security/10150261846610766)
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