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Parent Network Topic Discussion Guides

Social Media 
[image: image1.jpg] Facebook, MySpace, Twitter, YouTube, Skype…social media offers all of us so many opportunities. But for parents, those opportunities also present enormous challenges. With smartphones now offering 24/7 connectivity, our kids can feel pressured to be “on” all the time, which can cause a lot of distraction as well as stress. How can we keep up, and how do we best teach and model  cybercitizenship? What kind of guidelines and expectations should we be giving our children?
Does your child have a Facebook, MySpace or other social media page?  Twitter account? 

Have you talked about who is appropriate to “friend” (and who is not) and who it is safe to connect with in general online, given the plethora of internet predators? Have you asked your child to “friend” you?

Does your child have a personal web page or blog? 

Does your child have a YouTube account? 

How often do you monitor any of the above accounts? 

Does your child have time limits for spending on social media sites? Content restrictions?

Do you and your child discuss responsible and respectful technology use and what it means to be a responsible cybercitizen? What elements do you focus on? 

Do your children understand the permanence of material posted online?

Resources to share before or after the meeting

B-PEN’s Parent Resource Newsletters on Kids and Digital Media 

http://www.b-pen.org/uploads/2/9/2/9/2929884/cyber_goodbadugly.pdf
http://www.b-pen.org/uploads/2/9/2/9/2929884/vol._19_cyber_m.s.doc
Officer Pilot’s Cybersafety Tips

http://www.b-pen.org/uploads/2/9/2/9/2929884/pilot_cyber_tips.doc 

Common Sense Media’s Advice for Parents of Young Teens

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/advice-for-parents/teens 

Stay Safe Online http://www.staysafeonline.org/stay-safe-online/for-parents/raising-digital-citizens 
National Crime Prevention Council’s Parent Tips 

http://www.ncpc.org/topics/internet-safety/social-networking-websites
Digizen.org http://www.digizen.org/
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